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BEST AVAILABLE COPV 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, and 4-8 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 4, 5, and 7 nave been 
amended herein.' Claim 8 has been added herein. Claim 3 has been canceled herein without 
prejudice. Favorable reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested. 

T, ALLOWABLE STJH-TFtTT MATTER 



Applicant acknowled ges with appreciation the indicated allowability of claims 3 and 7 
subject to being amended to ^dependent form. All the limitations in claim 3 have been added to 
independent claim 1. Therefore, claims 1-2, and 4-7 are believed to be in condition for 
allowance. 

For at least the reasons set forth below, Applicant believes that new claim 8 is also in 
condition for allowance. 

TT, REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-2 AND 4-6 UN TlF.R 35 U.S.C. S 102 

Claims 1-2 and 4-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,234,031 ("Suga."). Applicant believes that all pending claims are. allowable for at 
least the following reasons. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

Regarding claims 1-2, and 4-7, these claims are believed to be in condition for allowance 
since the limitations of claim 3 which has been indicated as allowable are now recited in 
independent claim 1. 

Regarding new claim 8, this claim corresponds to original claim 4. Thus, no new matter 
has been introduced by the addition of claim 8. 

Claim 8 specifically requires that "the row lines and die column lines are formed so as to 
extend in the mgher-mermal-shrinkage direction when a film stress caused by the row lines or 
the column lines is a tensile stress," and that "the row lines and the column lines are formed so as 
to extend in the lower-foermal-shrinkage direction when the film stress is a compressive stress." 
According to one exemplary embodiment of the invention defined in claim 8, such an 
embodiment can reduce the possibility of line disconnection due to mechanical or physical stress. 
See, for example, page 12, Line 23 - page 13, line 13 of the present specification. 

By contrast, the Suga patent suggests use of the gaps 118 as shown in Fig. 9. The Suga 
patent describes the gaps 1 1. 8 which reduce the limitation to the deformation in the horizontal 
direction. See, e.g., Suga, column 13, lines 21-30. The Examiner cited column 12, lines 53-67; 
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and column 13, lines 9-38 of Saga as allegedly disclosing the limitations of original claim 4. 
Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

The above-identified portions of Suga do not suggest use of row and column lines which 
are formed to extend in the higher-thennal-shrinkage direction or in the lower-mermal-shrinkage 
direction depending on the film stress (e.g., a tensile stress and a compressive stress). Nor does 
the entire portions of Suga suggest the differences between the mgher-mermal-shrinkage 
direction and in the lower-th<irmal-shrinkage direction in general. In fact, the Suga patent 
contains none of the terms, "thermal;' "shrink,'' and "stress," which are key words of the 
invention of claim 8. It is respectfully submitted that the cited portions of Suga, and the rest of 
the portions of Suga have nothing to do with the specific configuration capable of extending in 
the mgher-meimal-shrinkage direction or in the lower-mermal-shrinkage direction depending on 
the film stress as claimed. 

In view of the foregoing, Suga cannot be said to anticipate the invention of claim 8. 
Therefore, claim 8 is also believed to be in condition for allowance. 

TTT. CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that all pending claims are in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request aNotice of Allowance at an early date. If the Examiner has any continuing concerns 
about patentability of the claimed invention, he is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 
510-843-6200, ext 245. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 

,~ air * A- 

Haruo Yawata 

Limited Recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

P.O. Box 778 

Berkeley, C A 94704-0778 

Tel: 510-843-6200, ext. 24:5 
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BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

Mr Haruo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § l^Cb^ane^loyeeof 
B^erWeaver & Thomas, LLP to prepare and prosecute patent ajmheatoons whereui the patent 
B ^ZZt£^t of BWer Weaver & Thomas, LLP and th e attorney o- g ^t ofrecord m*e 
ap^neations is a registered practitioner who is amember of Beyer Weaver & Tins 
Smted reco^tionshaU expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the foUownig 

£fte United States, (ii) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & ^JjJJ^ 
ceali oris termmated, or (iii) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to remam or reside m the Umted States on 

an H-l visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of dusdocument is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 



Expires: January 2, 2007 



Harry I. Mbatz 



Harry IJ 

Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
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□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
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□ OTHER: ; 
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